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COMMUNICATION. 


Canal  Commissioners’  Office, 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  31,  1844. 


His  Excellency,  David  R.  Porter, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 


Sir  : — In  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  their  annual  report,  together  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  as  required  by  law. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 
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.REPORT. 


The  members  of  the  present  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  entered  on  the  duties  of 
their  office  on  the  9th  day  of  January  last,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  law 
under  which  they  were  elected;  and  now  have  the- honor  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Legislature  and  the  people,  a  report  upon  the  operations  of  the  public  works 
during  the  last  fiscal  year  from  the  30th  November,  1843,  to  the  first  of  December, 
1844. 

The  receipts  during  the  year  have  been  as  follow,  viz  : 

For  motive  power  charges  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Colum¬ 
bia  railroad,  including  charges  for  the  use  of  trucks,  - 
Ditto,  on  the  Allegheny  Portage  railroad, 

For  tolls  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,  - 
Ditto,  Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  - 


$233,000  13 
114,580  20 

-  $347,580  33 

$207,157  01 
65,200  42 

— — -  272,357  43 


$619,937  76 

To  which  add  receipts  for  materials  sold  (old  iron)  on  the 

Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,  -  -  3,179  28 


For  canal  tolls  on  mainline  of  canal,  including  collections 
at  bridges,  aqueducts  and  out-let  locks, 

Ditto,  on  the  Delaware  division,  - 

Ditto,  on  the  Susquehanna,  North  and  W est  Branches, 

Ditto,  on  the  Beaver  division,  ... 


$351,101  92 
109,277  53 
101,948  89 
7.381  31 


$623,117  04 


569,709  65 


T otal  gross  receipts,  - 

From  which  deduct  certificates  of  drawbacks  received  in 
payment  of  tolls  on  main  line,  by  A.  B.  Cummings, 
late  collector  at  Philadelphia,  -  -  - 

By  John  S.  Cash,  present  collector  at  Philadelphia,  - 


$1,192,826  69 


$  939  00 
24,284  27 


25,223  27 


Actual  receipts  in  cash,  - 

The  expenses  incurred  during  the  year  have  been  as  follow  : 

For  maintaining  motive  power  on  the  Philadelphia  and 

Columbia  railroad,  including  expenses  of  trucks,  -  $144,514  71 

Ditto,  on  Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  -  -  106,321  40 


$1,167,603  42 


Total  motive  power  expenses,  (carried  forward,) 
Carried  forward,  - 


$250,836  11 


$1,167,603  42 


e 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE 


$1,167,603  43 
$350,836  11 


81,027  OS 


$331,803  20 
07,817  GO 
17,002  04 
40,737  21 
6,989  38 
2,361  04 


32,837  32 
31,762  00 


532,030  46 


$635,572  97 


If  from  the  above  be  deducted  the  Sum  of  $5,914  15,  the  compensation  for  the  year, 
of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  their  secretary,  clerk  and  messenger,  including  stationery, 
printing,  postage,  and  all  other  incidental  expenses  of  their  office,  the  net  balance  over 
all  the  expenditures  in  any  manner  pertaining  to  the  fiscal  year  just  closed,  exclusive  of 
the  appropriation  for  repairing  bridges  and  the  locks  at  Franklin,  will  be  $629,658  82. 

For  a  more  particular  exhibit  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  Upon  the  several  lines 
of  improvement  respectively,  see  statement  herewith,  No.  1. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  here,  that  the  above  statement  is  made  up  from  the  re¬ 
ports  of  the  collectors,  superintendents,  and  supervisors  to  the  Board  and  as  a  portion 
of  their  accounts  had  not  been  settled  at  the  close  of  the  year,  there  inaV  be  found 
some  slight  discrepancies.  The  statement  here  presented,  however,  is  believed  to  be 
substantially  correct  and  sufficiently  accurate  for  all  practical  purposes. 

In  consequence  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  November,  and  not  terminating 
with  any  regular  quarter  of  the  year,  it  is  impossible  for  the  Board  to  make  up  their 
report  on  accounts,  all  of  which  have  been  audited.  The  Board  have  required  all 
officers  holding  appointments  under  them  to  make  prompt  settlements  •,  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  but  few  have  unsettled  accounts  at  this  time,  pertaining  to  the  business  of  the 
past  year,  except  the  collectors,  who  do  hot  close  their  last  quarterly  accounts  for  the 
year  until  the  end  of  the  present  month.  The  present  collectors  were,  ilear  the  close 
of  the  year,  required  to  pay  into  the  Treasury  all  the  moneys  Collected  up  to  the  30th 
November,  forthwith,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state,  that  satisfactory  testimony 
has  been  furnished  that  the  requisition  was  complied  with  promptly. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  coal  trade  on  the  public  works  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
Board  were  induced  to  allow  liberal  drawbacks  on  mineral  coal  reaching  Columbia 
along  the  state  improvements,  and  also  on  that  reachirig  Bristol  by  the  Delaware  division. 
This  method  of  reducing  the  tolls  on  the  through  trade  was  adopted,  in  order  to  pre-' 
serve  a  fair  rate  of  toll  on  the  local  or  way  trade ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  receipts  on 
the  through  trade  have  been  increased  by  the  adoption  of  the  policy.  This  course 
seemed  to  be  rendered  indispensable  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  in  consequence  of  the 
reduced  rate  of  charges  on  other  improvements  in  which  she  has  no  direct  interest, 
occasioned  by  the  competition  of  rival  corporations. 

The  certificates  of  drawback  issued  on  coal  were  received  in  payment  of  subsequent 


Actual  receipts  in  cash  brought  forward. 

Total  motive  power  expenses  brought  forward, 
For  repairing  and  keeping  the  Philadelphia 
and  Columbia  railroad  in  order,  exclusive 
of  $1,399  89,  for  bridges,  $51,303  09 

Ditto,  on  Allegheny  Fortage  railroad,  29.724  00 


Total  repair  expenses  on  railroads,  - 

Total  expenses  of  motive  power  and  repairs  on  railroads, 
For  repairing  and  keeping  main  line  of  canal  in  order,  - 
Ditto,  Delaware  division,  -  -  -  - 

Ditto,  Susquehanna,  N of th  and  West  Branches, 

Breaches  and  rebuilding  dam  at  Lackawanna  feeder,  =- 
For  repairing  and  keeping  Beaver  division  in  order, 
Compensation  of  collectors,  weighmaslers,  inspectors  of 
cargoes  and  assistants,  including  house  tent,  stationery, 
printing,  postage,  and  all  other  incidental  expenses,  - 
Ditto,  lock-keepers,  - 

Total  expenses,  -  -  -  - 

Net  receipts  over  expenditures,  ^  -  >- 
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tolls  at  the  office  from  which  it  was  shipped,  and  were  deducted  by  the  collectors  from 
the  clearances,  and  the  amount  received  in  cash  only  returned  as  tolls  received. 

There  were  $34,000  appropriated  by  the  act  approved  the  31st  May  last,  for  re¬ 
building  and  repairing  road  and  farm  bridges  on  the  public  works.  Of  this  sum  there 
was  drawn  during  the  fiscal  year  $18,280  45,  and  contracts  and  engagements  have  been 
entered  into  which  will  probably  require  the  balance.  The  appropriation  has  thus  far. 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  been  judiciously  and  economically  expended;  and  it  is 
believed  it  will  be  sufficient  to  place  all  the  bridges  on  the  canals  and  railroads,  which 
require  to  be  rebuilt  or  repaired  at  this  time,  in  reasonably  good  condition.  The  Board 
recommended  this  appropriation  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  order  that  the 
bridges  might  be  put,  in  like  condition  as  nearly  as  practicable  upon  the  different  lines, 
before  any  new  system,  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  keeping  them  in  repair  should  be 
adopted.  It  is  now  believed  that  no  further  expense  beyond  the  balance  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  appropriation  should  be  incurred  by  the  State  in  maintaining  the  superstructures. 
The  abutments  ought  to  be  kept  up  by  the  State,  out  of  the  ordinary  repair  fund,  and 
the  superstructures  by  the  individuals  and  communities  immediately  interested.  The 
people  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  improvements,  as  a  general  rule,  enjoy  local 
advantages  of  far  greater  importance  to  them,  than  the  comparatively  trifling  expense 
of  maintaining  the  bridges  in  repair — while  many  of  their  fellow  citizens  more  remote 
receive  no  direct  benefits  therefrom. 

There  was  also  appropriated  by  the  act  of  the  3 1st  May  last,  the  sum  of  $200,000 
for  the  payment  of  old  debts  that  had  been  incurred  prior  to  the  9th  January  last.  Of 
this  sum  there  was  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury,  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  disbursed, 
$179,237  80;  and  since  its  close,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  balance.  These  debts 
are  all  paid,  except  on  the  Delaware,  the  Upper  Juniata  and  the  Susquehanna  divisions. 
The  remaining  part  of  the  appropriation  is  being  disbursed  ill  payment  of  those  that 
remain,  and  will  all  be  paid  out  in  a  few  weeks. 

This  appropriation  was  made  on  an  estimate  furnished  hy  the  Board,  on  the  reports 
of  the  supervisors ;  butas  they  were  generally  new  in  office,  and  had  but  little  knowledge 
of  the  previous  transactions  on  their  lines,  entire  accuracy  could  hardly  be  expected. 
Claims  have  been  made  since,  of  which  they  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time  of  making 
their  reports.  This  circumstance,  together  with  the  fact,  that  the  Legislature  authorized 
the  payment  of  interest,  which  was  not  embraced  in  the  estimate,  will  cause  a  small 
deficiency.  As  soon  as  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  shall  be  disbursed,  a  report 
will  be  made  to  the  Legislature,  in  order  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  deficit, 
which  cannot,  it  is  believed,  exceed  $10,000. 

It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  be  able  to  say,  that  all  the  expenses  incurred,  from  the 
9th  day  of  January  last,  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  were  promptly  paid,  and  that  no 
arrearages  of  that  period  are  outstanding.  The  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  is  now  as 
good,  along  the  lines  of  the  public  w'orks,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  labor  and  mate¬ 
rials,  as  it  was  at  any  former  period  of  her  history.  This  has  been  produced  by  the 
adoption  of  a  prompt  system  of  cash  payments,  the  maintenance  of  wrhich  is  essential  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  State. 

The  first  duty  that  engaged  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  after  their 
organization,  was  the  appointment  of  superintendents  and  supervisors  for  the  several 
divisions  of  the  public  works.  This  necessarily  occupied  some  time.  As  soon  as  the 
appointments  were  made,  the  officers  were  directed  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  lines  placed  under  their  charge;  and  to  report,  as  soon  as  practicable,  their  condition, 
and  estimates  of  the  amount  necessary  to  put  them  in  order  for  the  opening  of  the  spring 
business,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  year.  Many  of  the  lines  were  found  in  an 
unfavorable  condition — the  canals  having  in  places  been  filled  with  deposite,  and  many 
of  the  mechanical  structures  requiring  extensive  repairs.  This  was  especially  the  case 
on  the  Upper  Juniata  and  Susquehanna  divisions.  The  season  being  far  advanced,  and 
no  materials  provided,  it  was  impossible  to  make  the  repairs  thorough ;  hence  the 
supervisors  were  directed  to  make  only  such  as  were  indispensable  for  the  business  of 
the  year,  and  to  have  the  canals  in  readiness  for  the  opening  of  the  navigation  as  soon 
as  the  weather  would  admit.  In  consequence  of  the  repairs  in  many  instances  being 
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of  but  a  temporary  character,  the  current  expenses  of  the  year,  on  some  of  the  lines, 
were  no  doubt  increased,  and  the  necessity  left  for  more  permanent  and  extensive  ones 
for  the  present  year.  To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  want  of  materials  and  their  prepa¬ 
ration,  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  at  the  close  of  the  navigation,  a  specific  appropria¬ 
tion  was  recommended,  which  the  Legislature  wisely  granted,  and  the  materials  are  now 
generally  prepared  to  make  those  which  will  be  required  for  the  coming  season. 

The  navigation  opened  last  spring  upon  the  main  line  on  the  14th  March,  and  con¬ 
tinued  without  any  serious  interruption  during  the  navigable  season,  except  about  four 
weeks  from  the  latter  part  of  August,  extending  through  the  greater  part  of  September, 
during  which  period  the  boatmen  experienced  much  detention  for  want  of  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water  on  the  upper  levels  of  the  Juniata  division.  During  a  great  part  of 
this  time  a  full  loaded  boat  could  not  pass,  and  for  about  two  weeks  the  navigation  on 
this  portion  of  canal  was  entirely  suspended,  and  the  transporters  compelled  to  trans¬ 
ship  their  loading  and  haul  it  by  wagons  between  the  Portage  railroad  and  the  point 
where  the  boats  were  stopped,  or  suffer  delay  and  suspense  for  an  indefinite  period. 

Interruptions  to  the  regular  transportation  of  goods  have  occurred  to  some  extent 
every  year  since  the  line  has  been  in  operation,  occasioned  by  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water  at  the  head  of  canal  navigation,  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  Allegheny 
mountain.  Last  year  the  supply  on  the  west  side  was  such  as  to  prevent  much  delay, 
but  this  fact  affords  no  guaranty  that  it  will  be  sufficient  the  ensuing  season.  These 
interruptions  always  occur  at  one  of  the  most  important  periods  of  the  year  for  the 
transportation  of  merchandize  west,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  State  has  lost, 
from  this  cause,  much  of  the  carrying  trade,  and  consequently  a  very  large  amount  of 
tolls.  They  have  a  tendency  to  give  the  route  a  character  for  uncertainty,  and  cause 
all  those  who  may  have  made  arrangements  requiring  punctuality  in  the  delivery  of 
their  goods,  to  seek  other  and  more  certain  routes,  even  at  a  greater  expense.  The 
Board,  therefore,  cannot  urge  upon  the  Legislature  too  strongly  the  necessity  of  making 
provision  for  completing  the  Eastern  and  Western  reservoirs  at  the  Allegheny  mountain 
as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  consistent  with  sound  economy  •,  particularly  the  one 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  mountain,  which  is  nearest  completion,  and  the  necessity  for 
which  is  considered  the  greatest. 

The  section  boatmen  experienced  some  detention  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
state  trucks  to  pass  them  over  the  railroads  without  unnecessary  delay.  Whatever 
may  be  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  systems  of  transportation  by  section  boats  and 
cars,  the  Board  believe  the  section  boat  system  has  produced  advantages  to  the  State, 
by  regulating  the  prices  of  freight  and  thereby  increasing  trade.  It  is,  therefore,  ear¬ 
nestly  recommended,  that  authority  be  given  to  contract  for  a  sufficient  number  of 
trucks  to  afford  reasonable  accommodation  to  section  boats,  either  with  the  owners  of 
those  already  constructed  or  for  the  construction  of  new  ones,  as  may  be  most  advan¬ 
tageous,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  motive  power  fund.  It  is  believed  they  could  be 
obtained  on  fair  terms,  and  paid  in  instalments,  without  embarrasing  that  fund.  Should 
the  Legislature  coincide  in  this  recommendation,  and  make  provision  for  carrying  it 
into  effect,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  it  should  be  done  immediately,  in  order  that 
the  trucks  may  be  in  readiness  for  the  spring  trade,  as  delay  would,  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure,  defeat  the  object  in  view. 

The  sum  of  $6,989  38  was  disbursed  during  the  year  in  repairing  breaches,  and  is 
brought  into  view  in  the  statement  of  expenses.  It  was  principally  expended  at  the 
Lackawanna  feeder  dam.  First  in  temporary  repairs,  and  then  in  re-building  the  dam 
in  a  substantial  and  permanent  manner.  This  dam  had  been  carried  off  some  years 
ago,  and  had  been  supplied  by  a  temporary  one  of  stone  and  brush,  which  required 
repairing  every  year  at  a  heavy  expense,  and  was  also  found  insufficient  to  supply  the 
canal  with  water  in  the  dry  season.  Directions  were,  therefore,  given  to  re-build  it  in 
a  substantial  manner,  and  to  pay  the  expense  out  of  the  breach  fund,  which  has  been 
accomplished  at  a  cost  of  $4,231  25.  There  was  also  a  breach  occasioned  by  the 
giving  way  of  the  high  vertical  walk  at  Pittston,  near  the  head  of  the  North  Branch 
division,  which  cost  $1,027  24.  There  were  a  few  small  breaches  on  some  of  the 
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other  lines,  but  none  worthy  of  particular  notice,  except  the  one  at  Bainbridge,  which 
occurred  near  the  close  of  navigation  and  interrupted  it  a  few  days. 

By  the  act  approved  19th  March  last,  there  was  specifically  appropriated  to  the 
Franklin  line  the  sum  of  $2,000,  to  be  expended  in  repairing  the  two  lower  dams  and 
locks  on  said  line,  if  the  Canal  Commissioners  should  deem  it  expedient,  and  should 
be  of  opinion  that  the  said  sum  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  Immediately 
after  the  passage  of  the  act,  measures  were  taken  to  ascertain  the  propriety  of  the 
expenditure,  and  whether  the  repairs  could  be  made  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  appro¬ 
priation  ;  and  being  satisfied  on  these  points,  they  were  directed  to  be  made.  There 
has  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  for  this  purpose,  $1,700.  The  account  of  the 
agent  appointed  to  superintend  the  work  has  not  been  finally  settled,  but  it  is  believed 
the  amount  drawn  will  be  sufficient. 

During  the  summer,  the  Board  made  a  general  tour  of  observation  along  the  several 
lines  of  the  public  works,  and  among  them  the  unfinished  line  on  the  North  Branch  of 
the  Susquehanna,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lackawanna  to  the  State  line,  a  distance  of 
ninety-four  miles.  They  found  the  walls  and  embankments  in  a  much  better  state  of 
preservation  than  they  had  anticipated.  The  river  has  forced  a  passage  round  the 
abutment,  on  the  east  side  of  the  dam  at  Towanda,  and  swept  away  a  considerable 
quantity  of  land,  the  damage  of  which  has  been  liquidated,  and  the  canal  has,  in  a 
few  places,  been  filled  to  some  extent  by  slides  from  the  hills.  The  heaviest  part  of 
the  work  on  the  line  has  been  executed.  At  the  time  the  work  was  suspended  it  had 
cost  the  State  $2,484,939  60;  and  the  sum  necessary  to  complete  it  was  estimated  at 
$1,277,452  81.  This  estimate  was  made  by  a  member  of  the  present  Board  of  Com¬ 
missioners,  who  is  still  of  opinion,  that  it  would  then  have  been  sufficient.  Any 
additional  work  that  it  would  now  require  has  been  occasioned  by  the  slides,  and  the 
natural  decay  of  some  of  the  mechanical  structures.  The  repair  of  the  dam  at  Towanda 
was  included  in  the  estimate.  As  there  is  little  doubt  the  work  could  be  re-let  at  much 
lower  rates  than  the  original  contract  prices,  it  is  confidently  believed  it  could  now  be 
completed  in  a  substantial  manner,  for  a  sum  within  the  estimate. 

The  completion  of  this  canal,  and  a  connection  with  the  New  \rork  improvements 
by  the  Chemung  canal,  would  open  a  market  for  the  anthracite  coal  of  the  Wyoming 
Valley,  not  only  in  all  that  populous  and  wealthy  district  of  country  in  the  State  of 
New  Tork,  west  of  Utica,  but  it  would  also  find  its  way  to  the  great  lakes,  and  be 
consumed  in  the  towns  bordering  thereon.  The  mines  of  the  Wyoming  Valley  may 
be  said  to  be  inexhaustible,  and  the  operations  of  mining  and  delivering  coal  in  the 
canal  boats  are  cheaper  than  any  where  else  in  the  State.  There  are  no  other  mines 
producing  anthracite  coal  to  compete  with  them  in  the  market,  which  would  be  found 
in  the  great  northern  region,  to  which  reference  has  been  made..  Besides  the  immense 
tonnage  of  coal  which  this  canal,  when  completed  is  destined  to  carry,  there  would  be 
an  extensive  interchange  of  other  commodities  between  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York,  which  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  both,  such  as  iron,  salt,  plas¬ 
ter,  ifec. 

The  Board  regard  the  work  as  one  of  much  value  and  importance,  and  while  they 
do  not  believe  it  was  a  prudent  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  State  at  the  time  it  was 
commenced,  no  doubt  is  entertained,  that  if  the  balance  required  for  its  completion 
could  be  had,  it  would  be  profitably  invested.  This,  however,  in  the  present  financial 
condition  of  the  State,  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  for  some  years  to  come.  Could 
any  judicious  means  be  devised  to  secure  its  completion  by  the  Commonwealth,  within 
a  reasonable  time,  it  should  never  be  transferred  to  a  company,  as  it  cannot  fail  event¬ 
ually  to  become  a  source  of  revenue. 

In  1842,  an  act  of  the  Legislature  was  passed  authorizing  the  incorporation  of  a 
company  to  complete  this  work,  and  by  a  supplement  thereto,  passed  in  1843,  the 
company,  on  certain  conditions,  are  to  have  the  canal  already  finished,  from  the  Lack¬ 
awanna  to  the  out-let  into  the  pool  of  the  Nanticoke  dam,  at  Solomon’s  creek.  The 
stock  in  this  company  has  not  yet  been  taken,  and  the  whole  subject  is  consequently 
within  the  control  of  the  Legislature.  The  Board  have  only  to  remark  in  conclusion 
on  this  subject,  that  whatever  legislation  may  hereafter  take  place  in  regard  to  it,  the 
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right  of  the  State  to  resume  the  work  ought  to  be  specially  guarded,  and  no  part  of  the 
finished  line  below  the  Lackawanna  should  be  surrendered.  The  advantages  that  this 
improvement  presents  to  capitalists,  as  a  sure  and  profitable  investment,  are  such  as 
should  afford  ample  inducements  to  undertake  its  completion  on  fair  and  liberal  terms. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  the  7th  day  of  March,  1843,  entitled  “An 
Act  to  incorporate  the  Erie  canal  company,”  it  is  provided,  that  upon  the  issuing  of 
letters  patent  by  the  Governor  to  the  said  company,  the  Erie  division  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  canal,  from  the  town  of  Erie  to  the  mouth  of  Beaver,  on  the  Ohio  river,  together 
with  the  French  Creek  feeder,  shall  be  vested  in  the  corporation,  together  with  the 
surplus  water  power,  and  all  the  property  owned  by  the  Commonwealth  pertaining  to 
the  same  :  “ Provided ,  That  the  Beaver  line  of  said  canal,  from  New  Castle  to  the 
Ohio  river,  shall  not  be  surrendered  up  to  the  said  company  until  the  whole  line  from 
New  Castle  to  Erie  shall  be  completed,  and  in  actual  use,  for  the  transportation  of 
merchandize  throughout  its  whole  length:  And  provided  further ,  That  the  Legislature 
reserves  the  right  to  resume  the  possession  of  the  said  Beaver  division  from  New  Castle 
to  the  Ohio  river,  with  all  the  privileges  and  franchises  hereby  granted  in  relation  to 
said  division,  if  it  shajl  be  deemed  necessary  to  secure  the  interests  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  or  the  rights  of  any  other  party  :  And  provided  further ,  That  in  the  event  of 
a  resumption  by  the  State,  it  shall  be  had  on  such  terms  as  to  do  no  injustice  to  the 
corporators  under  this  act.” 

This  company  obtained  a  charter  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  and  that  part  of  the 
canal  between  New  Castle  and  the  town  of  Erie  was  surrendered  on  the  first  day  of 
August,  1843,  and  the  Beaver  division  has  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  State,  and 
under  the  control  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  until  the  present  time. 

The  members  of  the  Board,  however,  have  learned  that  the  company,  on  the  alle¬ 
gation  of  having  completed  the  whole  line,  has  obtained  an  order  for  the  surrender  of 
this  part  also,  on  the  first  of  January  next. 

It  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  deep  regret,  that  any  circumstances  should 
have  existed,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  rendered  it  necessary  to  direct 
the  transfer  of  a  work  of  so  much  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth, 
on  the  eve  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  The  hope  was  confidently  indulged, 
that  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  could  meet,  measures  would  be  adopted  not  incompa¬ 
tible  with  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  to  continue  the  possession  and  control  of  this 
portion  of  the  canal  in  the  Commonwealth. 

When  the  other  part  of  the  line  was  surrendered,  it  was  done  througli  the  medium 
of  the  Board.  In  this  instance  they  have  had  no  official  information  on  the  subject, 
nor  did  they  know  the  company  had  claimed  its  possession  until  after  the  order  for  its 
transfer  had  been  issued  to  the  officers  on  the  line. 

Strong  doubts  are  entertained  as  to  whether  it  is  completed,  and  in  actual  use,  for  the 
transportation  of  merchandize  throughout  its  whole  length,  as  required  by  the  act  of 
incorporation;  and  if  these  doubts,  upon  an  actual  examination,  by  competent  and  dis¬ 
interested  persons,  should  prove  to  be  well  founded,  the  company  has  no  right  to  the 
possession  of  the  Beaver  division. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  this  subject,  above  all  others,  connected  with  the  internal 
improvements  of  the  State,  demands  the  serious  and  immediate  attention  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture.  At  the  time  the  company  obtained  the  charter  for  this  improvement,  that  part  of 
it,  from  New  Castle  to  Erie,  including  the  French  Creek  feeder,  had,  from  the  best  data 
the  Board  have  been  able  to  obtain,  cost  the  State  $3,721,056  86;  and  the  Beaver  line, 
including  cost  of  repairs  over  receipts,  $760,148  48;  making  the  aggregate  cost  of  the 
whole  line,  contemplated  by  the  act  of  incorporation  to  be  surrendered  to  said  company, 
$4,548,906  29  ;  and  the  sum  necessary  to  complete  the  same,  as  estimated  by  the  engi¬ 
neer  on  the  line,  was  $297,926  02;  but  the  chief  and  most  important  consideration 
connected  with  the  subject,  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  immense  cost  of  the  work  thus 
surrendered  without  consideration,  when  it  required  so  small  an  amount  for  completion. 
What  most  claims  the  earnest  attention  of  every  Pennsylvanian,  is  the  effect  it  may  have 
in  the  hands  of  a  company  of  adverse  interests,  on  the  commerce  of  the  State,  and  the 
carrying  trade  of  the  main  line  of  improvements. 
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The  distance  from  Buffalo  to  Erie  is  90  miles ;  and  from  Erie,  by  the  way  of  the 
Erie  division  of  the  Pennsylvanie  canal,  to  the  mouth  of  Reaver,  is  136  miles;  making 
the  whole  distance  from  Buffalo,  by  this  route,  to  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Ohio,  220 
miles.  The  distance  from  Buffalo  to  Cleveland  is  180  miles  i  and  frOm  Cleveland  to 
Portsmouth,  by  way  of  the  Ohio  canal,  309  miles ;  making  the  distance  from  Buffalo, 
by  this  route,  to  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Ohio,  at  Portsmouth,  489  miles  ;  and  from 
Cleveland,  by  way  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal  and  the  Beaver  line,  to  steam¬ 
boat  navigation  on  the  Ohio,  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver,  143  mileS;  making  the  distance 
from  Buffalo,  by  the  last  named  route,  323  miles. 

Thus  it  will  be  perceived,  that  the  Erie  division  Of  the  Pennsylvania  calral  is  much 
the  shortest  route,  which  connects  lake  Erie  with  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Ohio 
river. 

It  is  not  only  the  nearest  and  most  direct  route,  but  it  can  be  made  much  the  cheapest, 
in  proportion  to  distance,  because  of  the  large  donation  made  by  the  State,  and  the 
trifling  sum  it  will  have  cost  the  company. 

The  mouth  of  Beaver  is  28  miles  below  Pittsburg  j  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  trade  of  the  Ohio  river,  Which  now  comes  up  to 
Pittsburg,  and  thence  along  the  Pennsylvania  improvements  to  Philadelphia,  will  be 
diverted  at  this  point  to  the  lake,  and  thence  to  New  Y ork ;  ahd  that  a  large  amount  of 
merchandize  from  the  east  to  supply  the  west,  which  would  otherwise  pass  on  the 
Pennsylvania  canals  and  railroads,  will  find  its  way  by  the  lake  route  and  through  this 
canal  to  the  Ohio  river. 

There  is  no  minimum  rate  of  toll  fixed  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  consequently  the 
Company  may  reduce  the  toll  so  low  as  to  make  it  comparatively  a  fVee  Canal ;  and  by 
the  increased  amount  of  business,  which  may  be  thus  attracted,  raise  sufficient  revenue 
to  make  large  dividends  on  the  small  investment  of  the  stockholders.  If  this  trade  could 
be  obtained  by  the  company  without  being  diverted  from  the  state  improvements,  there 
Would  be  no  just  cause  of  complaint.  But  when  it  is  considered  that  this  Canal  has  been 
constructed  at  a  cost  of  over  four  millions  and  a  half  of  the  people’s  money — ‘that  they 
are  taxed  to  pay  the  interest  thereon — and  that  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  company  and 
may  be  so  used  as  to  injure  the  prosperity  of  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  State,  and 
divert  the  carrying  trade  from  the  main  line  of  the  State  improvements,  thereby  causing 
the  necessity  of  increased  taxation,  it  is  impossible  for  any  Pennsylvanian  tb  avoid 
feelings  of  the  deepest  mortification.  It  is  a  subject  which  deeply  Concerns  every  man 
interested  in  the  commerce  of  Philadelphia — -evei'y  holder  of  State  stock,  and  every  tax 
payer  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Its  effects  upon  the  interests  of  the  State  at  large,  in  diminishing  her  commerce  and 
depreciating  the  value  of  her  canals  and  railroads,  wotlld  be  difficult  to  estimate. 
"V  itally  important,  however,  as  the  Board  view  this  subject,  as  connected  with  the 
interests  of  the  State,  they  have  no  disposition  to  recommend  any  Course  that  would 
do  injustice  to  the  company.  Should  the  Beaver  division,  unfortunately,  have  actually 
passed  into  its  possession,  the  right  to  resume  it  at  artv  time  the  interests  of  the 
State  require,  is  reserved ;  and  the  right  to  resume  the  whole  line  at  Uny  time,  on  re¬ 
funding  to  the  company  the  money  expended  in  its  completion,  with  interest,  is  also 
reserved.  In  order,  therefore,  that  full  justice  may  be  done  to  all  parties  interested,  an 
immediate  and  thorough  investigation  of  the  whoie  subject  should  be  instituted.  It 
should  be  ascertained  whether  the  work  has  been  Completed  in  the  correct  sense  of  the 
term,  according  to  the  true  intent  of  the  law,  and  how  much  it  has  actually  cost  in 
money,  preparatory  to  the  resumption  by  the  State  of  the  whole  line.  In  the  mean 
time,  if  the  Beaver  division  shall  have  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  company,  it 
1  ought  to  be  resumed  forthwith,  so  that  the  State  may  have  the  power  to  regulate  the 
tolls  in  such  manner  as  to  counteract  the  influence  of  tile  loW  tolls  which  may  be 
established  by  the  company,  or  any  other  arrangement  calculated  to  injure  the  com¬ 
merce  and  trade  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  former  part  of  this  report,  the  necessity  of  making  a  reduction  of  toll  On  the 
article  of  coal,  in  the  form  of  drawbacks,  has  been  adverted  to.  The  drawbacks 
allowed,  during  the  year,  on  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  on  coal 
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arriving  at  Bristol,  amounted  to  $17,199  63,  and  the  tolls  actually  paid  in  cash  on  the 
same  article  to  §69, 1 14  59.  The  retention  and  increase  of  the  coal  trade  on  this 
division  of  the  public  works,  are  of  great  importance  to  the  revenue  of  the  State,  and 
since  a  reduction  of  tolls  on  this  line  has  been  deemed  essential  to  encourage  the  trade, 
and  to  enable  those  engaged  in  it  to  maintain  a  successful  competition,  it  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board,  a  subject  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  whether 
the  interests  of  the  State  would  not  be  promoted  by  a  more  direct  and  less  expensive 
mode  of  reaching  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal,  so  as  to  relieve  this  important  item 
of  trade  from  any  unnecessary  burden  in  the  shape  of  freight,  and  thereby  enable  it  to 
contribute  more  to  the  State,  in  the  form  of  tolls,  for  the  use  of  her  improvements. 

The  only  consideration  that  could  have  justified  the  projection  of  this  canal,  was  the 
extensive  coal  trade  which  was  anticipated,  and  its  chief  value  is  now  derived  from  the 
transportation  of  this  article.  Whatever,  therefore,  will  tend  to  facilitate  and  increase 
this  trade,  not  incompatible  with  other  paramount  interests  of  the  State,  ought  to  be 
encouraged. 

The  Board  incline  to  the  opinion,  that  a  connection  with  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
canal  at  New  Hope,  or  somewhere  below  that  point,  would  not  be  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  State,  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  tend  to  promote  them,  by  increasing 
the  transportation  of  coal  on  the  canal.  They,  however,  believe  if  such  connection 
should  be  permitted,  that  all  tonnage  passing  out  of  or  into  the  Delaware  division  at 
this  point,  should  pay  the  same  tolls  as  if  it  passed  out  or  entered  at  Bristol.  They 
entertain  this  belief  because  this  canal  has  been  constructed  at  great  public  expense,  to 
afford  an  out-let  for  the  coal  of  the  Lehigh,  and  to  accommodate  the  trade  between 
Easton  and  Philadelphia.  If  the  State  should  permit  any  portion  of  it  to  pass  out 
before  reaching  Bristol,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  freight  to  the  transporters,  it  furnishes 
no  reason  why  she  should  lose  any  of  her  tolls  on  a  work  made  purposely  for  the 
benefit  of  such  trade.  Should  the  Legislature  directly  authorize  the  connection,  the 
interest  of  the  State,  in  her  tolls,  should  be  well  secured.  The  Board  are  further  of 
opinion,  if  this  connection  be  authorized,  the  State  should  secure  the  entire  control 
of  the  out-let  lock  at  Easton,  so  that  all  trade  passing  through  the  same  be  subject  to 
such  tolls  as  she  may  find  it  her  interest  to  impose. 

The  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  require  that  some  change  should  be  made  in 
regard  to  carrying  passengers  over  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad.  At  present 
the  cars  in  which  they  are  carried  are  owned  by  individuals,  who  pay  a  certain  rate  of 
toll  per  mile  for  each  passenger — the  State  having  no  control  over  the  rate  of  fare. 

In  1843,  they  were  carried  under  a  contract  with  a  company  who  furnished  the  cars 
and  received  a  specific  part  of  the  fare  as  their  compensation,  and  all  above  that  sum 
was  paid  to  the  State.  In  this  contract  there  was  a  stipulation  in  regard  to  the  rate  to 
be  charged  to  passengers,  but  from  some  cause  the  arrangement  did  not  seem  to  meet 
public  approbation,  and  was  abandoned. 

The  system  now  existing  was  in  operation  when  the  present  Board  entered  on  their 
duties.  The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  satisfied  them,  that  it  is  not  the  most  pro¬ 
fitable  one  to  the  State,  as  in  their  opinion  she  does  not  receive  a  full  proportion  of 
the  amount  paid  by  those  who  pass  over  the  road. 

On  this  subject  the  Board  would  respectfully  refer  the  Legislature  to  the  annual  report 
of  the  intelligent  and  very  efficient  superintendent  of  the  road,  in  whose  views  they 
entirely  concur.  It  is  confidently  believed,  that  if  cars  were  placed  on  the  road  by  the 
State,  she  would  gain  nearly  as  much  in  one  year  as  would  pay  for  the  stock  required. 
The  authority  to  place  cars  on  the  road,  and  to  use  a  portion  of  the  motive  power  fund 
for  that  purpose,  is  therefore,  earnestly  recommended  to  the  immediate  consideration  of 
the  Legislature. 

The  amount  required  to  make  indispensable  repairs,  and  keep  the  canals  and  railroads 
in  order  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  to  wit,  from  the  30th  November  last,  to  the  first 
December  next,  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  reports  of  the  supervisors,  is  estima¬ 
ted  at  $244,943  00.  The  western  portion  of  the  Shamokin  dam  was  repaired  a  few 
years  since,  and  the  supervisor  on  that  line  believes  it  may  become  necessary  to  repair 
the  eastern  part  during  the  present  year  to  make  it  entirely  secure,  and  estimates  the 
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cost  at  $13,000.  Whether  this  repair  will  become  absolutely  necessary  during  the 
season  cannot  now  be  determined,  but  if  it  should,  the  Board  ought  to  have  the  means  at 
command.  If  the  estimate  for  this  work  be  added,  the  whole  sum  required  for  the  year 
will  be  $257,043  00. 

There  was  appropriated  by  the  act  approved  31st  of  May  last,  the  sum  of  $50,000. 
to  be  used  in  repairs  after  the  first  of  the  present  month,  and  for  the  purchase  of 
materials  during  the  summer  required  for  that  purpose ;  and  there  remained  of  the 
appropriation  for  ordinary  repairs,  authorized  by  the  same  act,  over  the  expenses  of  the 
past  year  about  $6,000;  making  the  sum  of  $56,000  applicable  to  the  expenditures  of 
the  year,  already  appropriated,  and  pardy  applied  to  the  purchase  of  materials  and  the 
expenses  of  the  current  month.  Deduct  this  sum  from  the  whole  amount  required  for 
the  year,  and  there  will  remain  $201,943  00  to  be  provided  for  by  the  Legislature  to 
keep  the  canals  and  railroads  in  proper  condition  to  the  first  day  of  December  next. 
The  above  estimate  includes  the  pay  of  supervisors,  which  the  Board  believe  should  be 
paid  out  of  this  fund,  as  it  is  part  of  the  expense  of  repairs.  The  whole  expenditure 
for  the  same  purpose  during  the  year  just  ended,  was  $209,605  64,  exclusive  of 
$6,989  38  expended  in  the  repair  of  breaches.  It  will,  therefore,  be  perceived  that 
the  estimated  expenditure  for  the  present  year,  including  the  repairs  of  the  Shamokin 
dam,  exceeds  the  actual  expenditure  of  the,  last,  by  $48,337  36.  The  necessity  of 
this  increased  outlay,  is  occasioned  by  the  great  number  of  locks  and  aqueducts  which 
require  extensive  and  thorough  repairing,  that  can  no  longer  be  postponed  consistently 
with  the  safety  of  the  navigation  and  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  Two  aque¬ 
ducts  are  to  be  rebuilt  on  the  Eastern  division,  estimated  at  $11,500  00.  The  out-let, 
lock  at  the  rope  ferry  on  the  Juniata  to  be  taken  down  and  rebuilt,  estimated  at  $3,500. 
On  the  upper  line  of  the  Juniata  division  from  Aughwick  dam  to  Hollidaysburg,  the 
wood  work  of  thirty  locks  requires  to  be  entirely  renewed,  and  the  two  aqueducts  at 
Shaver’s  ford  and  Jack’s  narrows  are  to  be  repaired,  all  of  which  is  estimated  at 
$17,850.  There  are  also  many  locks  and  some  aqueducts  on  the  other  lines  which 
require  renewal.  For  a  more  particular  detail  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  work 
to  be  done,  and  of  the  lines  on  which  it  is  required,  see  estimate  herewith,  No.  2. 

The  usual  contingent  appropriation  for  breaches  should  be  made,  as  also  an  appro¬ 
priation  similar  to  that  of  the  last  session,  for  the  purchase  of  materials  during  the 
summer,  and  for  repairs  after  the  first  of  December,  1845. 

The  Board  entertain  the  hope,  that  when  the  repairs  contemplated  to  be  made 
during  the  present  year  shall  be  completed,  the  expenses  can  be  considerably  reduced 
for  some  years  thereafter.  The  compensation  of  collectors,  weighmasters  and  inspec¬ 
tors  of  cargoes,  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  their  offices,  and  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners’  office,  will  be  about  the  same  as  last  year  ;  for  an  estimate  thereof,  see  statement 
No.  2. 

There  has  been  no  fund  provided  for  several  years  for  the  payment  of  damages.  A 
few  claims,  in  which  offers  were  made  by  former  Boards,  that  were  not  accepted  at  the 
time,  but  which  the  claimants  would  now  accept,  remain  unpaid.  There  are,  also, 
some  claims  on  the  French  Creek  for  damages  of  an  incidental  character,  occasioned  by 
the  breaking  of  Bemus’  dam,  which  have  been  decided  by  the  board  of  appraisers. 
The  awards  in  these  cases  have  not  been  carried  into  effect,  in  consequence  of  a  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  which  existed  between  the  Canal  Commissioners  and  the  appraisers, 
as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  latter  over  this  class  of  claims.  These  remain  to  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  by  the  Legislature. 

During  the  summer  the  Board  decided  several  claims  under  special  acts  of  Assembly, 
and  issued  warrants  agreeably  thereto;  but  they  have  not  been  paid  in  consequence  of 
a  provision  in  the  general  appropriation  act,  prohibiting  the  payment  of  any  money  out 
of  the  Treasury  not  therein  appropriated.  The  Board  have,  also,  decided  some  cases 
under  the  general  authority  transferred  to  them,  by  the  act  abolishing  the  board  of 
appraisers.  A  few  claims  have  been  made  for  property  destroyed  by  sparks  from  loco¬ 
motives,  some  of  which  have  been  adjudicated,  and  others  remain  under  consideration. 
The  Board  would  here  remark  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  law  relative  to  the  payment  of 
damages  for  property  destroyed  by  sparks  from  locomotives,  ought  to  be  so  modified 
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as  to  exclude  the  owners  of  houses  or  other  buildings  that  may  hereafter  be  erected 
within  a  specified  distance  of  the  road,  from  its  benefits  ;  and  it  is  worthy  the  conside¬ 
ration  of  the  Legislature,  whether  those  who  have  built  houses  close  on  the  road,  since 
its  completion,  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  the  same  position. 

The  unsettled  damages  on  the  North  Branch  and  Erie  extensions  will  require  legis¬ 
lative  attention.  As  soon  as  the  Board  can  collect  and  decide  all  the  cases  before  them, 
they  will  make  a  special  report  on  the  subject  of  damages,  with  the  view  that  provision! 
may  be  made  for  their  payment. 

An  examination  of  the  annexed  statement,  No.  3,  made  from  the  tonnage  reports 
from  some  of  the  principal  offices,  will  shew  a  considerable  increase  of  business  during 
the  past  year  on  the  public  works,  over  the  preceding  one.  What  it  may  be  during 
the  coming  year  is  of  course  altogether  conjectural,  but  it  is  not  believed  it  will  be  in 
the  same  ratio  of  the  one  just  closed.  The  unfortunate  destruction  of  the  railroad 
bridge,  at  Harrisburg,  may,  to  some  extent,  have  an  unfavorable  influence  on  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad.  The  opinion  is  entertained  that  there 
will  be  a  fair  increase  in  the  articles  of  coal,  iron,  and  other  productions  of  the  State? 
and  should  the  trade  on  the  Main  line  not  be  injured  by  a  diversion  to  the  Erie  exten¬ 
sion  and  other  rival  routes,  or  by  interruptions  to  the  navigation  that  cannot  be  foreseen, 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  an  increase  on  all  the  public  works,  corresponding  with  that 
of  the  growing  wealth,  population,  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 


JAMES  CLARKE, 

J.  MILLER, 

AVM.  B.  FOSTER,  Jr. 


Canal  Commissioners*. 
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[  STATEMENT  No.  1.  ] 

Table  showing  the  receipts  and  expenditures  on  the  several  lines  of  improvement. 


PHILADELPHIA  AND  COLUMBIA  RAILROAD. 


Receipts. 


Collectors’  Offices. 

Road  Toll. 

Motive  Power  Total. 

charges,  includ¬ 
ing  use  of  trucks. 

Philadelphia,  - 

-  $113,182  63 

$120,352 

35 

Paoli,  ... 

7.173  05 

4,117 

83 

Parkesburg,  - 

11,778  66 

12.776 

89 

Lancaster,  - 

15.340  55 

17,893 

84 

Columbia,  - 

59,682  12 

77,859 

22 

$207,157  01 

$233,000 

13 

207,157 

01 

Amount  of  toll  and  charges.  - 

_ 

$440,157 

14 

Add  amount  of  materials  sold, 

- 

3,179 

28 

Amount  received. 

- 

- 

-  $443,336  42 

Expenditures. 

Maintaining  motive  power,  ineludin 

g  expenses  of  trucks. 

$144,514 

71 

Repairing  and  keeping  road  in  order, 

,  exclusive  of  bridges, 

(81,399  89,) 

- 

51.303 

09 

Collectors,  weighmasters,  inspectors,  and  incidental  ex¬ 
penses,  including  half  the  expenses  of  the  officers  at 

Columbia, 

- 

9,248 

77 

Amount  of  expenditures, 

- 

- 

-  $205,066  57 

Nett  receipts  on  this  road, 

- 

- 

-  $238,269  85 

ALLEGHENY  PORTAGE  RAILROAD. 


Receipts. 

Collectors’  Offices. 

Road  Toll. 

Motive  Power 

charges,  includ- 

inguse  of  trucks. 

Hollidaysburg, 

$39,643 

64 

$60,590 

32 

Johnstown,  - 

25,556 

78 

53,989 

88 

$65,200 

42 

$114,580 

20 

65,200 

42 

Amount  of  toll  and  charges, 

.. 

- 

- 

$179,780 

62 

Carried  forward. 

- 

- 

- 

$179,780 

62 
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Amount  of  toll  and  charges  brought  forward,  -  -  $179,780  62 

Expenditures. 

Maintaining  motive  power,  including  expenses  of  trucks,  $106,321  40 
Repairing  and  keeping  road  in  order,  -  29,724  00 

Collectors,  weighmasters,  irtspectors,  and  incidental  ex¬ 
penses,  including  only  half  of  the  expenses  of  the 
offices  at  Hollidaysburg  and  Johnstown,  -  -  2,869  95 

Amount  of  expenditures,  -----  $138,915  35 


Nett  receipts  on  the  Portage  railroad,  - 

Nett  receipts  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad, 


$40,865  27 
238,269  85 


Receipts  and  expenditures  on  the  two  railroads, 


$279,135  12 


Collectors7  Offices. 
Columbia, 

Portsmouth,  - 
Harrisburg, 

Newport, 

Lewistown, 
Huntingdon,  - 
Hollidaysburg, 
Johnstown, 

Blairs  viile, 

Freeport, 

Pittsburg, 

Schuylkill  viaduct, 
Swatara  aqueduct, 
Portsmouth  out-let  lock, 
Duncan’s  island  bridge, 
Juniata  aqueduct, 
Freeport  aqueduct. 


MAIN  LINE  OF  CANAL. 

Receipts. 

Toll. 

$112,559  39 
7,682  66 
20,265  10 
4,086  75 
9,881  83 
6,894  79 
70.986  74 
64,837  05 
2,038  79 
2,704  10 
45,386  48 
460  00 
470  27 
1,112  45 
2,495  75 
35  83 
203  94 


Amount  of  receipts  on  this  line  of  canal,  -  -  $351,101  92 

Expenditures. 

Repairing  and  keeping  the  canal  in  order,  $67,817  66 
Collectors,  weighmasters,  inspectors,  and 

incidental  expenses,  -  12,255  48 

Compensation  of  lock-keepers  on  this  line,  22,086  00 


Amount  of  expenditures,  - 


-  $102,159  14 


Nett  receipts  on  main  line  of  canal. 


$248,942  78 


Nett  receipts  on  main  line  of  canal  and  railroads, 
Deduct  amount  of  drawback,  -  -  - 


$528,077  90 
25,223  27 


Receipts  over  expenditures  on  main  line,  (carried  forward,) 


$502,854  63 
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Receipts  over  expenditures  on  main  line  brought  forward, 


$502,854  63 


DELAWARE  DIVISION. 

Receipts. 


Collectors’  Offices.  Toll. 

Easton,  -  $87,867  72 

New  Hope,  -  -  -  -  3,873  46 

Bristol,  ....  17,536  35 


Amount  of  receipts,  -  -  $109,277  53 

Expenditures. 

Repairing  and  keeping  the  canal  in  order,  $17,662  64 
Collectors,  weighmasters,  and  incidental  ex¬ 
penses,  -  2,543  74 

Compensation  of  lock-keepers  on  this  line,  2,664  00 


Amount  of  expenditures,  ...  $22,870  38 

Nett  receipts  on  this  line  of  canal,  -  -  $86,407  15 


SUSQUEHANNA,  NORTH  AND  WEST  BRANCHES. 

Receipts. 


Collectors’  Offices.  Toll. 

Liverpool,  -  $8,567  34 

Northumberland,  ...  22,171  69 

Berwick,  -  -  -  50,212  32 

Williamsport,  ...  6,842  40 

Dunnsburg,  (exclusive  of  drawbacks,)  14,155  14 


Amount  of  receipts, 


-  $101,948  89 


Expenditures. 


Repairing  and  keeping  the  canals  in  order, 
Breaches  on  Susquehanna  division, 
Breaches  on  North  Branch  division,  by 
falling  of  wall  at  Pittston, 

For  brush  and  stone  dam  in  Lackawanna 
feeder,  - 

For  rebuilding  said  dam  in  a  permanent 
manner,  - 

Collectors,  weighmasters,  and  incidental  ex¬ 
penses,  - 

Compensation  to  lock-keepers  on  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  and  branches, 


$40,737  21 
220  12 

1,510  77 

1,027  24 

4,231  25 

4,574  22 

5,332  00 


Amount  of  expenditures,  -  $57,632  81 


Nett  receipts  on  the  Susquehanna  and  branches, 


$44,316  08 


Carried  forward, 


$633,577  86 
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Nett  receipts  brought  forward,  -  $633,577  86 

BEAVER  DIVISION. 

Receipts . 

Collectors’  Offices.  Tolls. 

Junction,  -  $2,670  46 

Bridgewater,  -  -  -  4,710  85 

Amount  of  receipts,  -  -  $7,381  31 

Expenditures. 

Repairing  and  keeping  this  line  in  order,  $2,361  04 
Compensation  of  collectors  and  incidental 

expenses,  -  1,345  16 

Compensation  of  lock-keepers  on  this  line,  1,680  00 

Amount  of  expenditures,  -  -  5,386  20 

Nett  receipts  on  this  line,  -  1,995  11 


Deduct  compensation  of  Canal  Commissioners,  their  Secretary,  Clerk, 
Messenger,  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  their  office, 


635,572  97 
5,914  15 


Actual  receipts  over  all  expenditures, 


$629,658  82 


RECAPITULATION. 


Lines. 

Expenditures. 

Receipts 

Main  line,  - 

$446,141  06 

$948,995 

69 

Delaware  division,  - 

22,870  38 

109,277 

53 

Susquehanna,  North  and  West  Branches, 

57,632  81 

101,948 

89 

Beaver  division,  * 

5,386  20 

7,381 

31 

532,030  45 

1,167,603 

42 

532,030 

45 

Nett  receipts  on  the  public  works,  - 

Deduct  expenses  in  Canal  Commissioners’  office, 

635,572 

97 

- 

5,914 

15 

Actual  receipts  over  all  expenditures,  - 

- 

$629,658 

82 
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[  STATEMENT  No.  2.  ] 

Statement  showing  the  estimated  amount  necessary  for  repairing  and  keeping  the 
several  lines  of  railroad  and  canals  in  good  order  for  the  present  fiscal  year ,  to 
wit:  from  the  30 th  November ,  1844,  to  the  1st  December ,  1845. 


MAIN  LINE. 


Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad, 

Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  (ordinary  repairs,) 

For  rebuilding  three  foundations  of  stationary  engines, 
(extraordinary  repairs,)  - 

Eastern  division  and  a  part  of  Juniata,  to  North’s  island, 
(ordinary  repairs,)  .... 

Rebuilding  two  aqueducts,  (extraordinary,) 

Juniata  division,  from  North’s  island  to  Aughwick  dam, 
(ordinary,)  - 

Rebuilding  lock  at  rope-ferry,  (extraordinary,) 

Juniata  division,  from  Aughwick  dam  to  Hollidaysburg, 
(ordinary,)  - 

Renewing  wood  work  of  thirty  locks,  (extraordinary,) 
Thorough  repairs  to  three  aqued-ncts,  do 

Western  division,  from  Johnstown  to  pool  of  dam  No.  3, 
(ordinary,)  - 

Repairs  to  dam  No.  8,  (extraordinary,) 

Western  division,  from  the  pool  of  dam  No.  3,  to  Pitts¬ 
burg,  (ordinary,)  -  ••  -  -  - 

Rebuilding  Deer  Creek  lock,  (extraordinary,) 

Total  main  line,  - 

Delaware  division,  (ordinary,)  - 

Rebuilding  superstructure,  Hough’s  Creek  aqueduct,  (ex¬ 
traordinary,) 

Repairs  to  locks,  - 

Susquehanna  division,  including  part  of  West  Branch  to 
Milton  lock,  (ordinary,)  - 
Rebuilding  Mount  Patrick  aqueduct,  (extraordinary.) 
Repairs  to  locks,  including  rebuilding  part  of  Mahantango 
lock,  (extraordinary,)  - 

W  est  Branch  division,  from  the  Milton  lock  to  the  head 
of  line,  and  Bald  Eagle  side-cut.  (ordinary,) 

Renewing  wood  work  of  hve  locks  and  fourteen  setts  of 
new  gates,  (extraordinary,)  ... 


$20,000 

00 

9,000 

00 

12.500 

00 

11,500 

00 

11,145 

00 

3,500 

00 

14.503 

00 

15.000 

00 

2,050 

00 

7,750 

00 

1,251 

00 

6,575 

00 

2,934 

00 

12,466 

00 

1,055 

00 

2,163 

00 

8.505 

00 

1.183 

00 

5,484 

00 

12.000 

00 

3,700 

00 

$55,575  00 


29.000  00 


24,000  00 


14.645  00 


31.553  00 


9,001  00 


9,509  00 
$173,283  00 


15,584  00 


15,172  00 


15,700  00 


Carried  forward, 


$219,739  00 
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Brought  forward,  -  -  -  - 

North  Branch  division,  (ordinary,) 

Renewing  superstructure  of  one  aqueduct,  and  extensive 
repairs  to  two  others,  (extraordinary,) 

Guard  lock  and  waste  wier  at  Henlock’s  creek,  (extraor¬ 
dinary,) 

Repairs  to  locks  on  Wyoming  line  and  waste  wiers, 
(extraordinary,)  - 

Deepening  feeder  level,  (extraordinary,) 

Beaver  division,  (ordinary,) 


$219,739  00 

$12,000  00 


3,300  00 

2,500  00 

2,998  00 

2,000  00 


22,798  00 
2,406  00 


Add  for  Shamokin  dam — (See  Report,) 

Total  amount  required, 

Deduct  balances  of  appropriations  on  hand, 


the  present  fiscal  year: 

For  twenty-five  collectors  of  tolls,  including  rent,  stationery,  printing, 
and  all  expenses  of  their  offices,  -  -  -  - 

For  four  toll  gatherers,  ----- 

For  eleven  weighmasters,  including  rent  and  contingencies, 

For  eleven  inspectors  and  assistant  inspectors  of  cargoes, 


For  lock-keepers, 
Total, 


same  period: 

Pay  of  three  Canal  Commissioners, 

Secretary,  $800:  Clerk,  $600, 

“  Messenger,  $300  :  Postage,  $1,000, 

••  Stationery,  $150  :  Printing,  $100, 

“  Light  and  office  expenses  :  Miscellaneous, 


Total, 


$244,943 

00 

13,000 

00 

$257,943 

00 

56,000 

00 

$201,943 

00 

inspectors 

!  of 

k-keepers, 

for 

$21,480 

00 

960 

00 

6,695 

00 

4,880 

00 

$34,015 

00 

32,290 

00 

$66,305 

00 

jffice,  for  i 

the 

$3,285 

00 

1,400 

00 

1,300 

00 

250 

00 

65 

00 

$6,300 

00 
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[  STATEMENT  No.  3.  ] 


[  A.  ] 


A  Statement  of  property  sent  Westward  by  the  Bail  road,  from  Philadelphia. 


ARTICLES. 

1843. 

1844. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Flour, 

barrels. 

42 

24 

' 

18 

Corn  and  other  grain. 

bushels, 

625 

625 

Potatoes, 

fat 

629 

986 

357 

Bacon, 

pounds, 

22,000 

22,000 

Fish, 

barrels. 

2,855 

4,491 

1,636 

Butter  and  cheese, 

pounds, 

50,800 

50,800 

Salt, 

bushels, 

45,749 

56,481 

10.732 

Feathers, 

pounds, 

8,582 

3,137 

44  o 

Wool, 

fat 

36,635 

126.157 

89,522 

Cotton, 

•  fa 

95,174 

290,867 

195,693 

Hemp, 

fa  fa 

239,281 

237,201 

2,080 

Tobacco, 

fa  • 

103,794 

267,496 

163,702 

Leather, 

fat 

102,064 

17,224 

84,840 

Raw  hides, 

fat 

454,020 

657.303 

203,283 

Merchandize, 

fa  fa 

29.478,877 

39,714,608 

10,235,731 

Groceries, 

fafa 

17,388,414 

21,386,817 

3,998,403 

Oil, 

gallons, 

83,822 

115,315 

31,593 

Drugs  and  dye-stuffs, 

pounds, 

362,943 

1,002,943 

640,000 

Gypsum, 

tons. 

1,203 

1,377 

174 

Furniture, 

pounds, 

773,632 

691,203 

82,429 

Rags, 

fa  fa 

308,453 

i  534 

447,081 

Mineral  coal, 

tons. 

2,508 

2,725 

217 

Iron,  pigs  and  castings, 

pounds, 

649,501 

714,474 

64,973 

Blooms,  bar  and  sheet. 

fa  fa 

726,094 

1,028,267 

302,173 

Lead  in  pigs  and  bars, 

fafa 

1.700 

1.700 

Copper  and  tin, 

“ 

301.462 

628,744 

317,282 

Marble, 

fafa 

453,453 

610,437 

156,984 

Bricks, 

number, 

60,262 

101.438 

41,176 

Sawed  lumber, 

feet. 

89,237 

183,232 

93,995 

Staves,  heading  and  hoop 

1,400 

poles, 

pounds, 

1,400 

Shingles, 

number, 

10,000 

10,000 

Sundries, 

pounds, 

1,967,846 

3,048,163 

1,080,317 

Number  of  cars  cleared. 

25,608 

29,551 

3,943 

Passengers,  miles  travelled, 

1,629,750 

2,093,864 

464,114 
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A  Statement  of  property  received  at  Philadelphia,  by  the  Railroad  from  the  West* 


ARTICLES. 

1843. 

1844. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Flour, 

barrels. 

217,506 

187,003 

30,503 

Wheat, 

bushels, 

45,491 

28,211 

17,280 

Corn  and  other  grain, 

to  to 

367,721 

271,279 

96,442 

Clover  &  other  grass  seeds,  “ 

14,917 

27,446 

12,529 

Potatoes, 

to  • 

4,279 

4,279 

Salted  beef, 

barrels. 

100 

100 

Salted  pork, 

to  to 

2,248 

1,371 

877 

Bacon, 

pounds, 

7,400,165 

5,806,991 

1,593,174 

Butter  and  cheese, 

b  * 

1,114,091 

889.364 

224,727 

Lard  and  tallow, 

to  to 

1,431,639 

1.613.624 

181,985 

Live  stock. 

to  to 

2,498,649 

2,187.440 

311,209 

Feathers,. 

to  to 

215,503 

310,938 

95,435 

W  ool, 

to  to 

1,959,457 

2,561,766 

602.309 

Cotton, 

“ 

532,895 

386,446 

146,449 

Hemp, 

to  to 

544,634 

608.724 

54,190 

Tobacco, 

to  to 

3,442,636 

3,402,389 

40,247 

Leather. 

•  to 

510,562 

588,143 

77,581 

Raw  hides, 

to  to 

13,660 

13,760 

100 

Furs  and  peltiies, 

to  to 

225,109 

233,490 

8,381 

Whiskey  and  domestic 

\ 

spirits. 

gallons. 

367.627 

54.010 

313,617 

Merchandize, 

pounds, 

510,375 

2,708,293 

2,297,918 

Groceries, 

b  to 

9.000 

9,000 

Oil, 

gallons, 

22,369 

49.602 

27,233 

Drugs  and  dye-stuffs, 

pounds, 

5,360 

5,360 

Furniture, 

to  to 

297,873 

295,353 

2,520 

Window  glass. 

boxes, 

260 

260 

Rags, 

pounds, 

477,597 

699,465 

221,868 

Mineral  coal. 

tons. 

36 

335 

299 

Iron,  pigs  and  castings, 

pounds, 

703,021 

981,394 

278,373 

“  blooms,  bar  &  sheet. 

to  to 

5,621,587 

8,401,674 

2,880,097 

Copper  and  tin, 

to  to 

30,400 

5,506 

24,894 

Marble, 

to  to 

312,840 

517,999 

205,159 

Lime, 

bushels. 

375 

375 

Sawed  lumber. 

feet. 

621,772 

1,364,500 

742,728 

Shingles, 

number, 

7,600 

7,600 

Sundries, 

pounds, 

2,486.647 

2,250,669 

235,978 
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[  c.  ] 


A  Statement  of  property  originally  put  on  the  Railroad  at  Columbia,  and  sent 

Eastward. 


ARTICLES. 

1843. 

1844. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Flour. 

barrels, 

4.385 

6,239 

1,854 

Wheat, 

bushels, 

4,170 

4,170 

Corn  and  other  grain, 

2.065 

6,577 

4,512 

Clover  &  other  grass  seeds 

,  “ 

973 

1,535 

562 

Potatoes, 

6  ft 

666 

866 

Fish, 

barrels, 

144 

270 

126 

Butter  and  cheese, 

pounds, 

12,770 

25.851 

13.081 

Lard  and  tallow, 

i  ft 

27,447 

16.263 

11,184 

Salt, 

bushels, 

93 

93 

Feathers, 

pounds, 

1.600 

1,600 

Wool, 

6  ft 

1.600 

2,255 

655 

Tobacco, 

fr  t 

59,200 

59,200 

Leather, 

t ; 

106.970 

89.613 

17.357 

Merchandize, 

“ 

12,800 

12.800 

Groceries, 

“ 

97,050 

97,050 

Oil, 

gallons, 

175 

175 

Furniture, 

pounds, 

88,324 

72,450 

15.874 

Rags. 

ft  6 

15.914 

42,049 

26.135 

Mineral  coal, 

tons, 

2,026 

2,026 

Iron,  pigs  and  castings, 

pounds, 

294,550 

128,784 

165,766 

Iron,  blooms,  bar  &  sheet 

4  4 

442,000 

312,020 

129.980 

Copper  and  tin, 

2,300 

2,300 

Timber, 

feet, 

84,464 

84,464 

Sawed  lumber. 

4  4 

7,410,500 

8.762,700 

1.352,200 

Staves,  scantling  and  hoop 

poles, 

pounds, 

29,200 

29.200 

Shinsles, 

number, 

1.966.000 

4,399.800 

2,433.800 

Posts  and  rails, 

4  4 

7,300 

7.300 

Sundries, 

pounds, 

1,052,521 

320.000 

732,521 

Number  of  cars  cleared, 

17,262 

22,476 

5,214 

Passengers,  miles  travelled, 

1,800.821 

2,083.232 

282,411 
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[  D.  ] 


A  Statement  of  property  arrived  from  the  East  by  the  Railroad ,  and  taken  off  at 

Columbia. 


ARTICLES. 

1843. 

1844. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Whiskey  and  domestic 

spirits, 

gallons, 

9,356 

9,356 

Merchandize, 

pounds, 

691.650 

760,720 

69,070 

Groceries, 

298,700 

382,860 

84,160 

Drugs  and  dye-stuffs, 

U 

28,250 

28,250 

Furniture, 

b4 

17.900 

17,900 

Sundries, 

44 

159,400 

150,226 

9,174 

[  E.  ] 

A  Statement  of  property  shipped  originally  on  the  Canal  at  Columbia ,  and  sent 

Westward. 


ARTICLES. 

1843. 

1844. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Bacon, 

pounds, 

207,304 

207,304 

Fish. 

barrels, 

4,596 

6,235 

1,639 

Salt. 

bushels, 

55,596 

50,618 

4,978 

Coffee, 

pounds, 

2,782,117 

2,782,117 

Hemp, 

Tobacco, 

44 

768,610 

768,610 

44 

241,200 

225,489 

15,711 

Leather, 

44 

158,223 

158,223 

Raw  hides, 

b  4 

1,247,500 

872,723 

374,777 

Liquors, 

gallons, 

19,436 

19,436 

Merchandize, 

pounds, 

15,194,200 

4,864,611 

10,329,589 

Groceries, 

4  4 

17,996,500 

18,728,190 

731,690 

Oil, 

gallons, 

pounds, 

14,429 

14,429 

Drugs  and  dye-stuffs, 

808,933 

808,933 

Gypsum, 

tons, 

5,269 

5,816 

547 

Furniture, 

pounds, 

243,100 

300,250 

57,156 

Iron  ore, 

tons, 

9,382 

8,783 

599 

Iron,  pigs  and  castings. 

pounds. 

155,164 

155,164 

“  blooms,  bar  &  sheet 

44 

95,330 

95,330 

Copper  and  tin, 

44 

265,676 

265,676 

Marble, 

44 

821,900 

205,206 

616,694 

Bricks, 

number, 

66,600 

252,700 

186,100 

Sawed  lumber, 

feet, 

3,441 

3,441 

Posts  and  rails, 

number, 

601 

601 

Sundries, 

pounds, 

1,137,000 

4,701,570 

3,564,570 

Number  of  boats  cleared. 

4,031 

5,266 

1,235 

Passengers,  miles  travelled. 

958.246 

1,121.114 

162,868 

BOARD  OF  CANAL  COMMISSIONERS. 


25 


[  F.  ] 


A  Statement  of  property  arrived  from  the  West  by  the  Canal,  and  taken  off  at 

Columbia. 


ARTICLES. 

1843. 

1844. 

Increase. 

Decrease, 

Flour, 

barrels, 

100,241 

70,712 

29,529 

Wheat, 

bushels, 

658,737 

462,893 

195,844 

Corn  and  other  grain, 

46 

325,331 

246,199 

79,132 

Clover  &  other  grass  seeds,  “ 

25,947 

19,040 

6,907 

Potatoes, 

66 

2,080 

2.080 

Salted  beef. 

ban-els, 

75 

75 

Salted  pork, 

66 

234 

234 

Bacon, 

pounds, 

13,462,293 

9,457,776 

4,004,527 

Fish, 

barrels. 

40 

40 

Butter  and  cheese, 

pounds, 

1,255,530 

436,814 

818,716 

Lard  and  tallow. 

66 

1,600,061 

512,968 

1,087,093 

Potash  and  kelp, 

66 

602,149 

602,149 

Provisions  not  specified, 

66 

249,897 

249,897 

Feathers, 

66 

87,592 

442,562 

354,970 

Wool, 

66 

492,609 

229,297 

263,312 

Cotton, 

66 

2,250,268 

422,646 

1,827,622 

Hemp, 

66 

1,501,542 

71,869 

1,429,673 

Tobacco, 

66 

11,779,173 

21,801,920 

10,022,747 

Leather, 

66 

539,098 

657,376 

118,278 

Live  stock, 

66 

18,252 

18,252 

Furs  and  peltries, 

66 

43,401 

30,866 

12,535 

W  hiskey  &  dom.  spirits, 

gallons, 

292,511 

270,940 

21,571 

Merchandize, 

pounds, 

543,776 

92,373 

451,403 

Oil, 

gallons, 

192,122 

35,020 

157,102 

Drugs  and  dye-stuffs, 

pounds, 

43,663 

43,663 

Furniture, 

66 

93,464 

127,540 

34,076 

Rags, 

66 

266,109 

300,643 

34,534 

Mineral  coal, 

tons, 

175,849 

69,921 

105,928 

Iron,  pigs  and  castings. 

pounds, 

26,917,926 

26,917,926 

Iron,  blooms,  bar  &  sheet, 

66 

11,713,868 

11,713,868 

Lime, 

bushels, 

60,024 

60,024 

Bark, 

cords, 

2,109 

2,109 

Sawed  lumber, 

feet. 

9,794,258 

7,485,091 

2.309,167 

Staves,  heading  and  hoop 

poles, 

pounds, 

1,654,186 

1,363,249 

290,937 

Shingles, 

number, 

723,300 

731,200 

7,900 

Sundries, 

pounds, 

420,475 

567,028 

146,553 
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[  G.  ] 


A  Statement  of  property  shipped  Eastward  on  the  Canal  from  Pittsburg. 


ARTICLES. 

1843. 

1844. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Flour, 

barrels, 

130,858 

100,454 

30,404 

Wheat, 

bushels, 

441 

490 

49 

Corn  and  other  grain. 

22,690 

22,690 

Other  agricultural  produce,  pounds, 

6,560 

869,374 

862,814 

Salted  beef, 

barrels, 

317 

268 

49 

Salted  pork, 

3,124 

95 

3,029 

Bacon, 

pounds. 

23,004,922 

19,105,805 

3,899,117 

Fish, 

barrels, 

68 

116 

48 

Butter  and  cheese, 

pounds, 

1,433,266 

1,645,472 

212,206 

Lard  and  tallow, 

44 

2,673,436 

2,665,039 

8,397 

Potash, 

44 

277,220 

277,220 

Provisions,  not  specified. 

66 

1,703,112 

685,529 

1,017,583 

Feathers, 

66 

396,473 

584,279 

187,806 

Wool, 

66 

2,500,789 

3,064,969 

564,180 

Cotton, 

66 

1,080,337 

1,125,746 

45,409 

Hemp  and  bale  rope, 

66 

1,289,236 

905,756 

383,480 

Tobacco, 

66 

18,173,849 

17,303,415 

870,434 

Leather, 

66 

96,554 

69.791 

26,763 

Raw  hides, 

6  6 

171,362 

492,684 

321,322 

Furs  and  peltries, 

66 

76,773 

103,007 

26,234 

Whiskey  and  domestic 

spirits, 

gallons, 

115,242 

77,591 

37,651 

Merchandize, 

pounds, 

566,608 

324,318 

242,290 

Groceries, 

66 

1,357,836 

1,379,780 

21,944 

Oil, 

gallons, 

45,661 

38,319 

7,342 

Drugs  and  dye-stuffs, 

pounds, 

40,916 

80,634 

39,718 

Coffee, 

66 

68,521 

70,722 

2,201 

Furniture, 

66 

361,031 

250,734 

110,297 

Window  glass, 

boxes, 

5,595 

3,100 

2,495 

Rags, 

pounds, 

409.876 

669,742 

259,866 

Mineral  coal, 

tons, 

1,297 

350 

947 

Hardware, 

pounds, 

159,171 

159,171 

Iron,  pigs  and  castings, 

66 

1,447,090 

2,646.168 

1,199,078 

“  blooms,  bar  &  sheet, 

66 

2,426,047 

778,840 

1,647,207 

Lead  in  pigs  and  bars, 

66 

4,312 

15,730 

11,418 

Copper  and  tin, 

66 

5,334 

4,502 

832 

Salt, 

bushels. 

913 

913 

Bricks, 

number, 

26,950 

84,408 

57,458 

Sawed  lumber. 

feet, 

52,580 

171,425 

118,845 

Shingles, 

number, 

33,900 

57,200 

23,300 

Sundries, 

pounds, 

958,200 

1,215,399 

257,199 

Number  of  boats  cleared, 

2,848 

3,007 

159 

Passengers,  miles  travelled, 

1,614,895 

1,498,361 

116,534 
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[  H.  ] 


A  Statement  of  property  arrived  from  the  East  by  the  Canal ,  and  taken  off  at 

Pittsburg. 


ARTICLES. 

1843. 

1844. 

Increase. 

Wheat, 

bushels, 

5,181 

3.299 

Corn  and  other  grain. 

<•  & 

9,170 

15.783 

6.613 

Clover  &l  other  grass  seeds 

64 

78 

252 

174 

Potatoes, 

6  • 

9.645 

2.460 

Fish, 

barrels, 

7,065 

8,510 

1.445 

Salt, 

bushels, 

211,392 

185,055 

Provisions  not  specified, 

pounds, 

982,306 

134,140 

Hemp, 

6  6 

319,892 

400.289 

80,397 

Tobacco, 

6  • 

431,238 

777,505 

346,267 

Leather, 

%  • 

372,402 

415,775 

43,375 

Raw  hides, 

66 

14.758 

119.991 

105.233 

Furs  and  peltries, 

6  6 

1.528 

1,528 

Liquors, 

gallons, 

38,886 

46,796 

7,910 

Merchandize, 

pounds, 

28,368,868 

42.740.673 

14,371,805 

Groceries, 

4  6 

4,445,705 

5,108,266 

662,561 

Oil, 

gallons, 

33,610 

65.471 

31,861 

Drugs  and  dye-stuffs, 

pounds, 

769,091 

1,721,788 

952,697 

Coffee, 

8,516,246 

9.092,807 

576,561 

Furniture, 

6  6 

992.375 

1,049,718 

57.343 

Glassware, 

6  6 

28.905 

109,388 

80,483 

Rags, 

b  6 

10,120 

7.614 

Mineral  coal, 

tons. 

96 

96 

Iren,  pigs  and  castings, 

pounds, 

2.473,505 

5.094.724 

2.621.219 

Iron,  blooms,  bar  &  sheet, 

22,793,704 

22,806,501 

12,797 

Lead  in  pigs  and  bars, 

*  6 

1,570 

Copper  and  tin, 

6  6 

472,329 

765,399 

293,070 

Marble, 

•  6 

232,494 

391.019 

158,525 

Stone, 

perches, 

1,309 

987 

Slate  for  roofing. 

pounds, 

73,368 

73,368 

Bricks, 

number, 

270,760 

126.820 

Wood  and  bark, 

cords, 

1,349 

422 

Sawed  lumber, 

feet. 

133.733!  164,716 

30,983 

Staves,  heading  and  hoop 

poles, 

pounds, 

i  66,853 

283,000 

216,147 

Shingles, 

number. 

24.100 

Posts  and  rails, 

»  6 

4,494 

3.000 

Sundries, 

pounds, 

1.875.968 

3,151.993 

1,276.025 

Decrease. 


1,882 

7.185 

26,337 

848,166 


2,506 


1,570 


322 

143,940 

927 


24,100 

1,494 
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[  I-  ] 

Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  coal  shipped  at  the  following  offices,  in  the  year 
1843  and  1844,  and  the  increase  or  decrease  at  each  office. 


Coelector’s  Offices. 

Tons  coal  ship¬ 
ped  in  1843. 

Tons  coal  ship¬ 
ped  in  1844. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Portsmouth,  -  -  - 

7,050 

11,690 

4,640 

Hollidaysburg,  - 

14,510 

18,999 

4,489 

Johnstown.  ... 

120 

Blairsville,  ... 

G3 

473 

410 

Freeport,  ... 

30 

30 

Pittsburg,  ... 

1,297 

350 

947 

Berwick,  ... 

59,990 

116,018 

56,028 

Dunnsburg,  ... 

5,448 

10,475 

5,027 

Williamsport,  ... 

2.464 

1,110 

1,354 

Northumberland, 

5,889 

6.818 

929 

Liverpool, 

4,613 

9,755 

5,142 

Junction,  ... 

524 

462 

62 

Easton,  ... 

212.150 

301,956 

89,806 

Tons,  .... 

313,998 

478,256 

166,501 

2,363 

Whole  amount  of  toll  received  on  the  article  of  coal  transported  on  the  several  lines 
of  improvement,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1844 — $158,130  78. 


*No  return  received  from  this  office,  for  the  year  1843. 
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[  K.] 


Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  iron  of  every  description ,  shipped  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  offices,  in  the  years  1843  and  1844,  and  the  increase  or  decrease  at  each 
office. 


Collector's  Offices. 

No.  of  lbs.  of 
iron  shipped 
in  1843. 

No.  of  lbs.  of 
iron  shipped 
in  1844. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Philadelphia,  - 

1,375,595 

1,742,741 

367,146 

Paoli,  ... 

4.024,289 

6,932,681 

2,908,392 

Parkesburg,  ... 

602,384 

1,359,932 

757,548 

Lancaster,  - 

2,033,439 

2,680,103 

646.664 

Columbia,  ... 

745,932 

7,000,081 

6,254,149 

Portsmouth,  - 

1,246,620 

8,333,212 

7,086,592 

Harrisburg,  - 

6, 679,601 

10,167,781 

3.488,180 

Newport,  ... 

992,816 

1,468,982 

476,166 

Lewistown,  ... 

4,493,622 

5,429,925 

936,303 

Huntingdon,  - 

7,109.445 

4,773,567 

2,335,878 

Hollidaysburg,  - 
^Johnstown, 

13,253,611 

19,249,517 

7,958,000 

5,995,906 

Blairsville,  - 

446,612 

981,085 

534,4^3 

Freeport,  - 

7,600 

60,500 

52,900 

Pittsburg,  - 

3,873,137 

3,425,008 

448,129 

Berwick,  ... 

74,300 

4,317,216 

4,242,916 

Dunnsburg, 

5,354,575 

8,016,863 

2,662,288 

Williamsport,  -  -  - 

302,066 

443,790 

141,724 

Northumberland, 

12,146,737 

22,445,040 

10,298,303 

Liverpool,  ... 

149,863 

405,119 

255,256 

Junction,  ... 

1,742,964 

1,876,116 

133,152 

Bridgewater,  ...  - 

6,476,504 

14,839,723 

8,363,219 

Easton,  ... 

10,293,447 

20,750.595 

10,457,148 

New  Hope.  ... 

215,250 

84,404 

130,846 

Bristol,  ... 

1,529,710 

3,106,599 

1,576,889 

Pounds,  ...  - 

85,170,1191  157,948,580 

67,635,314 

2,914,853 

Whole  amount  of  toll  received  on  iron  of  every  description,  transported  on  the  several 
lines  of  improvement  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1844 — $64,378  39. 


No  return  from  this  office  for  1843. 
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DOCUMENTS 

ACCOMPANYING  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  CANAL 

COMMISSIONERS. 

1.  Report  of  E.  P.  Gay,  Superintendent  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  Railroad. 

2.  Report  of  John  Snodgrass,  Superintendent  on  the  Allegheny  Portage  Railroad. 

B.  Tabular  statement  of  expenditures  for  the  Motive  Power  Department  on  the  Allegheny 
Portage  Railroad. 

4.  Tabular  statement  of  expenditures  for  the  Repair  Department  on  the  Allegheny  Port' 

age  Railroad. 

5.  Journal  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners. 


